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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the use of legal term "said." 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said slopes" in line 14. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Stebick (US 5,429,282). 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, Stebick discloses a fluid dispenser head for 
associating with a fluid reservoir including: a stationary base 10 formed by, or for 
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mounting on, the reservoir (column 2, lines 54-56); a rotary actuator element 30 
mounted in rotary manner on the base 10 so as to turn about an axis of rotation 
between two extreme abutment positions 60/62 (see fig. 4); and a dispenser orifice 33 
that can be closed selectively by turning the element 30 on the base 10, the dispenser 
orifice 33 being situated on the axis of rotation of the element 30 on the base 10, the 
two extreme abutment positions 60/62 defining two open positions of the dispenser 
orifice separated by at least one position 64 in which the dispenser orifice 33 is closed 
(column 2, lines 3-8), the dispenser head being characterized in that it includes axial 
displacement means capable of axially displacing the element 30 relative to the base 1 0 
while it is turning on the base 10 (see figure 4), the axial displacement means including 
a guide window (fig. 4) that extends over a fraction of the periphery of the base, defining 
at least one guide path (figs. 3a and 4) presenting two sections 54/56 that are 
connected together at a low point 64 (fig. 4), each of the two sections 54/56 defining a 
respective extreme abutment 62/60, the two extreme abutments 62/60 respectively 
corresponding to the two open positions (column 5, lines 19-22), and the low point 64 
corresponding to the closed position (column 5, lines 61-68), and slopes presenting 
inclinations that are different (i.e. sections 54/56 have different slopes with respect to 
the longitudinal axis of the base; see figure 3a). Stebick discloses the actuator element 
30 including at least one axial, rotary guide lug 32 engaged in the window (figs. 5a-5c 
and), so that while the actuator element 30 is being turned on the base 10, the at least 
one lug 32 is displaced in its respective window (see column 5, lines 22-31), thereby 
displacing the actuator element 30 axially, so as to reach different heights depending on 
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whether the lug 32 is in abutment against the first section or against the second section 
(see figures 3a and 5a-5c). Stebick further discloses the actuator element 30 includes 
axial guide means (inner sleeve see fig. 1a) including a plurality of tabs 74 engaged 
around a pin 72 formed by the base 10, so that the pin 72 is slidably mounted in the 
axial guide means, the guide means extending downwards from the periphery of the 
dispenser orifice 33 (fig. 1a); the plurality of tabs 74 being connected together by a 
scraper (see fig. 1a) and the guide means forming a plurality of slots (see fig. 1a) of 
sizes that vary as a function of the position of the pin 72 in the axial guide means (see 
figures 1a and 2c, and column 3, lines 17-30). 

Regarding claim 3, Stebick discloses the base 10 includes a ring 24 formed with 
a plurality of axial, rotary guide windows (fig. 3a) distributed over the periphery of the 
ring 24, the element 30 including a skirt 34 that extends around the ring 24, and that, on 
its inside, forms a plurality of axial, rotary guide lugs 32/36 that are engaged in 
respective windows (see figures 5a-5c). 

Regarding claim 4, Stebick discloses flowrate-varying means (fig. 4) making it 
possible to vary, from one open position to the other, the rate at which the fluid flows 
through the dispenser orifice 33 (see column 6, lines 16-36). 

Regarding claim 9, Stebick discloses the actuator element 30 includes a 
detachable safety tab 40 that is blocked by the base 10, so that in the closed position 
the actuator element 30 is prevented from turning on the base 10 (see column 6, lines 
37-51). 
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Regarding claim 10,Stebick discloses the two extreme open positions 62/60 are 
separated by at least one intermediate fixed open position 58 (see figure 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stebick (US 5,429,282). 

Regarding claims 5-7, Stebick is silent to the abutment ends of the two open 
positions 60/62 being of different heights. However, Stebick discloses that a change in 
the position of the actuator element 30 with respect to the closure pin 72 results in a 
change of the flowrate through the dispensing orifice 33 (i.e. abutment ends 60 and 58 
being of different heights, results in different open positions such that the flow rates 
through the orifice are different in the two open positions; see figure 6 and column 6, 
lines 16-36). 

Thus, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the known option of 
forming the abutment ends of the two open positions being of different heights, involves 
only routine skill in the art, for the predictable result of achieving different flow rates. 
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Claims 1, 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Laauwe (US 4,823,994), in view of Stebick (US 5,429,282). 

Regarding claims 1 , 5 and 8, Laauwe discloses a fluid dispensing head for 
associating with a fluid reservoir (fig. 1), the head including: a stationary base 1 for 
mounting on the reservoir 4, wherein the base forms a closing pin 14 (fig. 7); a rotary 
actuator element (C) mounted in rotary manner on the base 1 so as to turn about an 
axis of rotation between two extreme abutment positions 9a/9b (see figure 3); and a 
dispenser orifice 13 that can be closed selectively by turning the element (C) on the 
base 1 ; the dispenser orifice 13 being situated on the axis of rotation of the element (C) 
on the base 1 (figs. 1-8); the dispenser head being characterized in that it includes axial 
displacement means 9 that are capable of axially displacing the element (C) relative to 
the base 1 while it is turning on the base (figs. 3, 6 and 8), wherein, the axial 
displacement means includes at least one guide path (figs. 3, 6 and 8). Laauwe further 
discloses the base 1 includes an inner sleeve 8 inside which the pin 14 extends (figs. 7 
and 8), the actuator element (C) includes a cover 12 disposed on the sleeve 8 and 
forming the dispenser orifice 1 3 (fig. 8), the cover including an annular lip 1 6/1 6a in 
leaktight, rotary sliding contact with said sleeve 8 (see figures 7 and 8, and column 2, 
lines 52-55). 

Laauwe discloses all the elements of the claimed invention except the two 
extreme abutment positions defining two open positions of the dispenser orifice 
separated by at least one position in which the dispenser orifice is closed. 
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Stebick teaches a multi-position dispensing head for associating with a fluid 
reservoir including axial displacement means presenting two sections 54/56 that are 
connected together at a low point 64 (fig. 4), each of the two sections 54/56 defining a 
respective extreme abutment 62/60, the two extreme abutments 62/60 respectively 
corresponding to the two open positions (see rejection of claims 1 and 5 above). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide the device of Laauwe, with axial displacement means including 
two extreme abutment positions defining two open positions of the dispenser orifice 
separated by at least one position in which the dispenser orifice is closed, as taught by 
Stebick, in order to provide a multi-position self guiding dispensing head, for providing 
different flow positions. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Valley (US 6,135,318), Stull (US 4,424,918), Claude (US 
6,394,295), Stull (US 4,842,169), Goyet et al. (US 3,430,798), Brooks (US 2,533,915), 
Debetencourt (US 4,779,764), Stull et al. (US 6,675,995) and MoConnell (US 
3,231 ,1 55) show other devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT K. NICHOLS II whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5312. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/R. K. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3754 



/Kevin P. Shaver/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3754 



